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Greetings!

It has been quite the year for the Food Stamp Program! There’s a new name, Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) and new income guidelines, a new office and new interview policies
and more than 15,000 new SNAP participants since this time last year! This past spring when many
of the changes took place you may have taken part in one of the several update trainings we held
across the state but there have been updates since then. As we assist with applications, advise on
SNAP policies, advocate for applicants, train community members and share SNAP information, the
SNAP Outreach Project wanted to make sure you were up to date.

Income guidelines have increased. This is in addition to the eligibility guideline increase that
occurred last April.

Enclosed is our annual mailing of newly revised SNAP Qutreach Materials.

s General Household Pre-Screening form with SNAP Facts
Elderly/Disabled Household Pre-Screening Form with SNAP Facts
General Someone You Know flyer
Elderly Someone You Know flyer
What Happens Next
Minimum Benefit Flyer
How to Get an Application Flyer
Quick Facts about the SNAP Changes

Most of our materials are available in English, Spanish, Portuguese, Khmer, Laotian and Russian and
can now be downloaded and requested though our website, www.eatbettertoday.com, look under
the information for our partners. Please reproduce these items as often as you need them.

We also have SNAP Fact sheets available for the following populations: Low-Income, disabled,
elderly, homeless, and immigrant, as well as flyers explaining documents needed for application, the
authorized representative, EBT card instructions, privacy statements and telephone interview
guidelines. We've also enclosed a pre-stamped postcard that you can return to our office to request
information.

Information about SNAP and eligibility requirements change frequently if you are interested in
attending a training, please let us know and we are happy to share with you the information specific
to you and your clients. Thank you for your efforts to end hunger in our community. Please
continue to use us as a resource!

Sincerely,

Y/ Cm>

Maria Cimini, MSW y w;%

Food Stamp Outreach Coordinator Food Stamp ©dtreach Supervisor
874-5660 / meimini@mail.uri.edu 874-7032 / judy_walker@mail.uri.edu
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Is your family eligible for SNAP?

Low income families and single adults may be eligible for nutrition assistance through SNAP,
(Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food Stamps) through the guidelines below. If
anyone in your household is elderly or disabled guidelines may differ slightly. Please call 1-866-306-
0270 to find out more. :

There are two steps to eligibility; a gross income and a net income test.

Step 1: The Gross Income Test

You might be eligible for SNAP if your household’s monthly gross income is at or below the amount
in the chart based on household size.

Household | 1 2 3 4 5 6 Each

size additional
Gross $1,670 $2,247 $2,823 $3,400 $3,977 $4,552 $575
Income

If you meet this income guideline, go to step 2.

Step 2: The Net Income Test

To get a monthly nutrition benefit, your net income (gross household income minus allowable
deductions) must be less than the following chart. The SNAP outreach project staff can help you
determine if you meet the net income test. You can call the SNAP outreach project at 1-866-306-0270
to find out more about SNAP benefits. The Department of Human Services must make the final
eligibility determination.

The following deductions will be taken to determine your net income:

A standard deduction based on the size of your household

An earned income deduction (20% of earned income)

The cost of child/dependent care

Court ordered child support paid to another household

A portion of your shelter expenses up to a standard-amount.

Households where someone is elderly or disabled may also deduct a portion of their medical
expenses

Household | 1 2 3 4 5 | 6 Each
size additional

Net $1,044 $1,355 $1,666 $1,985 $2,322 $2,658 $312
income*

* Monthly income has standard deduction added to 100% federal poverty level.

1-866-306-0270 RI SNAP Outreach Project
www.FEatBetterToday.com
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SNAP Facts

Knowing the facts about Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program is a great way to learn about
your eligibility when applying for benefits.

SNAP provides extra help to purchase food. It is a supplement to income and may free up cash
normally spent on food for non-food purchases. Benefits are placed in an account each month that you
use to purchase food at a grocery store using an EBT debit card. There are no more paper coupons and
using the card allows you to purchase more food while protecting your privacy.

Did You Know?

* Your source of income does not affect SNAP eligibility.
o You can have a job and still get SNAP.
o Unemployed, single people, without children may also be ehglble for benefits for a
limited time.
o +Youmay still be eligible for SNAP after you leave cash assistance.
« Your housing situation does not affect SNAP eligibility.
o Youcan own a house and still qualify for SNAP,
o You can get SNAP benefits if you are homeless. You do not need an address.
o You may still be eligible for SNAP if you live in a group home or shelter.
o You can own a car and still qualify for SNAP.
« Anyone who applies and qualifies will receive benefits.
o Youaren’t taking money away from anyone who is needier than you.
o Everyone gets benefits within 30 days. Benefits may be available within 7 days,
depending on level of need.
«You don’t have to leave your house to apply for SNAP.
o You may call to receive an application by mail, and, once the application is
completed, mail it back to DHS.
o Youmay apply on-line, www.foodstamps.ri.gov.
o A telephone interview may be conducted if you are unable to visit a DHS office or
you may have someone apply on your behalf.
o Legal immigrants, who meet the income and resource guidelines, may be eligible
for SNAP benefits.
o Adults must have legal status for 5 years. There is no waltmg period for children or
disabled individuals.
o Applying for benefits doesn’t hurt your chances of becoming a citizen.
o Children of immigrants may be eligible even if someone in the household is not
eligible.

For more information, call the Department of Human Services at 462-5300 or the SNAP
Outreach Project toll free at 1-866-306-0270.
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SNAP Eligibility for
Seniors and Disabled Individuals.

Low income elders (age 60 +) and disabled individuals may be eligible for nutrition assistance
through SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly Food Stamps). Some senior
applicants will have to meet an asset test and an income test and others will just have to meet the
guidelines in step two.

Step 1: The Asset Test

If your monthly gross income is below the amount in the chart, or if no one in your house is
over 60 skip to step 2, you do not have an asset test.

If your gross income is at or above the amount in the chart, based on household size, and you are
over 60 years old, you must have less than $3,000 in cash, savings, stocks and bonds in order to be
eligible for SNAP benefits.

Household size | 1 2 3 4 5 6 Each
additional

Monthly Gross | $1,806 | $2,430 $3,052 $3.,676 $4,300 | $4,922 $622
Income ;

Step 2: The Net Income Test

To get a monthly nutrition benefit, your net income (gross household income minus allowable
deductions) must be less than the following chart. The SNAP outreach project staff can help you
determine if you meet the net income test. You can call the SNAP outreach project at 1-866-306-
0270 to' find out if you might be eligible for SNAP benefits. The Department of Human Services
must make the final eligibility determination.

The following deductions will be taken to determine your net income:
A standard deduction based on the size of your household

An earned income deduction (20% of earned income)

The cost of child/dependent care

Court ordered child support paid to another household
Medical expenses in excess of $35 a month

e A portion of your shelter expenses.

Household 1 2 3 4 5 6 Each
size : additional

Monthly Net | $1,044 | $1,356 | $1,667 $1,991 $2,329 $2,666 $312
income*®

* Monthly income has standard deduction added to 100% federal poverty level.

Call 1-866-306-0270 to find out more!
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