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Founded in 1743, Middletown's history goes back well before its forma incorporation. The
Wampanoag and Narragansett Indians had already established the agricultural character of the
area, for they used slash and burn techniques to clear land for the corn they planted during the
summer. With the coming of English settlement, much of the area would become the Town of
Middletown and was laid out as farms for the kaders of the new settlement in Newport.
Nicholas Easton, for example, was granted hundreds of acres along Easton's Point and Second
Beach.

One of the highest priorities in Newport's first year of settlement was to establish a "public”
school. The schoolmaster was the Rev. Robert Lentha. Funds for his school came from profits
of the "wood land" (in what became Middletown after 1743), and from property closer to the
center of Newport proper. The wooded land produced timber, fuel, and, when cleared, pasture
land.

The rural character of Middletown appealed to many for a variety of reasons. Bishop George
Berkeley, the Anglo-Irish philosopher, bought a 96-acre tract of Middletown farmland while he
waited funding from Parliament for a university he planned to establish in Bermuda
Middletown's rural countryside also appealed to Newport merchants, many of whom built
"summer estates' in the area, some of which till exist today.

By mid-century, the growing population felt increasingly alienated from the urbane,
sophisticated merchants of Newport who still dominated the political arena. They petitioned the
General Assembly for political independence and, in 1743, Middletown was set off as a separate
town.

In December 1776 about 9000 British and Hessian troops came ashore at Weaver's Cove on the
west shore of Middletown near the present location of Greene Lane. During the next 4 years, the
boundary between Newport and Middletown became a line of defense, first for the British and
then for the colonials and the French. Some of the redoubts and other traces of that fortification
are till visible on the landscape of today.

During the 19th century, as the landscape of the rest of southern New England was transformed

by industriaization, Middletown remained rural. This was partialy due to the fact that many of

the new "summer colonists' looked at the town as a sanctuary from the pressures that affected

the industria cities. Artists and businessmen became neighbors with thriving farmers along —
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Indian Avenue, Paradise Avenue, Miantonomi Avenue and felsewhere. Nevy pullot, and how it afected the
town. What h appened to the Town

** |nsert discussion of cultural/ethnic influences on the town’'s development

The twentieth century _brought the growing importance of the Navy in Middletown, especialy \( Deleted: {| )
after World War 1. At that time, much of Middletown's Narragansett Bay shoreline came under —{ Deleted: has been ahistory of )
Navy control. Coddington Cove became a port for a North Atlantic Squadron, and the hills
above it were transformed from centuries old farmland into facilities for the Naval Underwater
Systems Center. The population growth that accompanied these changes generated further

nonagricultural developments, such as the Anchorage, the Naval Gardens and the strip siefggchfTURAL and ]
development along lower East and West Main Roads. HISTORICAL RESOURCES
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{The 1990’ s_saw a decline of fleet activities at Coddington Cove and the |ast frigate left in 1994. /{ Comment [d3]: Discussionre: the }
Filling in the gap the U.S. Coast Guard has assigned several buoy tenders to Coddington Cove. \[ 1970 sNavy discussion

At the same time Navy reorganization expanded the facilities at the renamed Naval Undersea Deleted: haveseen ]
Warfare Center (NUWC).

During this same period, the town witnessed increased commercial development_The, expandin Deleted: whileat the same time the
tourism industry in Newport _led to arise in hotel/motels in the town, Residential development population decreased

continued a steady increase into the 2000's. Deleted: Also
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Jhe cultural resources of Middletown are inextricably woven into the landscape, which Deleted: PLANNING FOR THE

surrounds the town, and are critically important in determining the essential character of the DL RS OF

entire town. Included are: DEFINITION OF CULTURAL
RESOURCEST

Many historic private and public buildinggfigure 1);

A dwindling number of farms and their traditional use of the land;

The stone walls which trace the boundaries of farmer’sfields;

The strong religious and ethnic traditions of the town,;

The cemeteries (figure 2) with their gravestones that document the lives of our forebears
and;

The organizations which preserve our history, our open spaces, and educational facilities.

The cultural resources of Middletown have never before been properly addressed in any
long range planning effort by either the town itself or by the state. In the past, cultural resources
have been subsumed under headings such as recreation, land use, or briefly addressed in the
short history of the community which prefaces so many planning documents. By giving them a
low priority in the past, the town has lost far too many of these resources and many now realize
that, as aresult, part of the essential character of Middletown has been lost as well.

In addition to these buildings which are on the National Register already, there are many other«~——{ Formatted: Justified )
buildings in Middletown which meet the criteria for inclusion, but, for a variety of reasons, have e ]
not yet been nominated. For alist of these buildings, see Appendix 1. . /( Formatted: Font:12 pt

The buildings that are on or €ligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places are
only a fraction of the historicaly significant buildings in Middletown. While these other
buildings may not have national significance, they are, nevertheless, important cultural resources
and should be protected. For a full list of Historic Buildings and other cultural resources see
Historic_and Architectural Resources of Middletown, Rhode Island: A Preliminary Report,
Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, 1979, and Middletown, Rhode Island: Houses
—History — Heritage, The Middletown Historical Society, 1990.
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For the purposes of future surveys of these important cultural resources and for documenting and PMan Reva CULTURAL and
illustrating those buildings known to be of historic significance, see the collections of the HISTORICAL RESOURCES
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The National Register of Historic Places is a record maintained by the National Park Service
within the United Stated Department of the Interior. It includes structures, sites, areas, and
objects significant in American history, architecture, archeology, and culture. It is the official
inventory of the nation's cultural and historical resources that are worthy of preservation. All
properties nominated to the Register must be eviewed and approved by the National Park
Service. Thus, buildings which are either on the Reqgister or have been determined to be eligible
for nomination by the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission are cultural
resources which have an importance beyond the local level. The National Register can be used
as a tool for prioritizing the significance of some of Middletown's cultural resources
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Historical and Archelogical Resources
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Figurel: Historic/Archeological Resources
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Historical Cemeteries
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Appendix IHISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURALLY IMPORTANT BUILDINGS,
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Elisha Clare Peckham House (1868), “ Seven Pines’

Jndian Avenue

Roman,10 pt

Formatted: Font:TimesNew I

Formatted: Font:10 pt

Mary B. Behrend Estate - 15 Indian Avenue
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“Hopelands’ (1930) - 165 Indian Avenue

House- 195 Indian Avenue

House - 255 Indian Avenue

House- 267 Indian Avenue

Edwin Booth House “Boothden” (1883) - 357 Indian Avenue
St. Columba's Chapel (1884)

Summer Estate - 500 Indian Avenue

Summer Estate supporting buildings- 502 Indian Avenue

J. T. Huntington House- 561 Indian Avenue
R. W. Peckham House- 786 Indian Avenue

Vaucluse Avenue
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William Taggart, Jr. Cottage (c. 1750)
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John Barker House (c. 1850)- 246 Paradise Avenue
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Paradise School (1876)

House - 347 Paradise Avenue

William Smith House “Homestead” (1864) - 380 Paradise Avenue

Stephen P. Barker House “ Sea Breeze Farm” (c.1870)- 432 Paradise Avenue
Isaac Barker House (c. 1860) - 478 Paradise Avenue

Bridge House (1930)

E. Truman Peckham House “ Greyledge Farm” (c.1870) - 532 Paradise Avenue

Paradise Farm - 346 Paradise Avenue
Gray Craig

Ward's Farm, now the Ward-Barker House - 89 Paradise Avenue

JBerkeley Avenue
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Bishop George Berkelev Farm “Whitehall”, (1729)
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Samuel G. Arnold House - "Lazy Lawn” (1843) - 528 Third Beach Rd.
Peckham-Brown House - 233 Third Beach Road
Peabody School (1794)
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Taggart House- 1748 West Main Road
Former Town Clerk's Office
Joshua Coggeshall House and Farm (c. 1850)- 1777 West Main Road
James Coqggeshall |11 House “Paramount Farm” (1800) - 1903 West Main Road
Coggeshall-Simmons House and Farm (c. 1816) 1942 West Main Road
Middletown Town Library, West Main Road
The Newport Creamery, West Main Road
William Redwood’s Country House (c.1745)— 379 West Main Road
Wolcott Ave.
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Barkwood Apartments- 398 Wolcott Ave.

Charlotte Miller House - across from 489
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The Bailey Farmhouse (c. 1750) (National Register)
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POSSIBLE HISTORIC DISTRICTS

\
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Indian Avenue Historic District: eastern part of Middletown along the Sakonnet River encompassing a

Formatted: Left,Hyphenate Tabs:
Notat -3 ch

one-quarter- mllesectron of winding, tree-lined, and relatively quiet road between Green End Avenue on

are east of theroad, ther rweII srted Iots affordl ng good views of the river and ocean.

Mitchell Lane Rural Historic District: at the northwest corner of Wyatt Road and Mitchell Laneisthe
Mitchell Lane Historic District, about 125 acres of farmland centered on a2—1/2 storv, Iate Victorian,

former Ogden Farm andsmall portlons of adjacent farmland |san |mportant surviving link to B
Middletown'sagricultural heritage.

Paradise Avenue Historic District: along the southern part of Paradise Avenue, for adistance of about one
mile, are several dozen residences including some noteworthy structures, most dating from the mid-19th
century. To the preﬁent dav, ParadlseAvenue has maintai ned its quiet, resi dentlal character unaffected by

Paradise Rocks Historic District: in the south-central part of Middletown north of Second Beach, the
Paradise Rocks Historic District is a largely undeveloped area of generally north-south trending rock
ridges, including Paradise Rocks and Hanging Rocks. On an island devoted largely to agricultural,
residential, commercial, and industrial uses, the Paradise Rocks areais a superb and unigue natural enclave.

Prescott Farm Historic District: along West Main Road, at the town line, partly in Middletown and partly in
Portsmouth, is the Prescott Farm. The property, as extensively developed over the past decade by the
Newport Restoration Foundation, comprises a group of restored buildings, including a house, a small
building once used as a guardhouse, a country store, awindmill in Middletown andthe Overing Housein
Portsmouth.

West Main Road Historic District: in the northwest part of Middletown, along both sides of West Main R —
Road and part of Greene Lane, isarural tract centered on several old farms. This area, with itsfarm

complexes and undulating fields bounded by stone walls, is one of the few surviving agricultural areas on

the island.

“Whitehall” Historic District: On Berkeley Avenue. The home of Bishop George Berkeley, the Anglo -l ri she——

philosopher.
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Green End, now known as Card's Redoubt (1778): the remains of an earthwork in a pine grove at the rear
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of 218 Boulevard marks the site of MacKenzie's Green End or Card's Redoubt, once part of aline of

defenses built by the British in 1778 around Newport,

Sachuest - in the southeast corner of Middletown belongs to the Federal Government, jutting out into the ‘\I
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Atlantic Ocean, isaslightly elevated, rocky peninsula, known as Sachuest. It was an island at the end of the
last ice age, but currents deposited sand and gravel that created Second Beach and Third Beach and
connected the island to the mainland.

Purgatory Chasm: anatural chasm, or cleft, in the cliffs along Sachuest Bay. The opening in the
conglomerate rock ledgeis about 10 feet wide, 50 feet deep, and 120 feet 1ong. Purgatory is of geoloagical

importance because the chasm is a good exampl e of erosion due to wave action and because of the
condlomerate beds, of "stretched pebbles and boulders", which were flattened and elongated by
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compression millions of years ago. Initials and dates inscribed in alayer of sandstone, dating from the 18th
century, indicate that Purgatory was known from an early time.

Redoubt St. Onge (1780): asinuous mound of earth and agrassy open areawith asteep slopeto theeast, +——

-_Colonel Robert F. Wood Airport

mark the site of Redoubt St. Onge, a Revolutionary War defense work. Colonial and French troops
constructed the redoubt in 1780 to protect the French, under Rochambeau, from an attack by English forces
out of New York.
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Naval Underwater Systems Center at Coddington Co ve (buildings 103, 105, 107, 111, and 131) includes +——
several structures built during and after World War 11, including the former Newport Airport Hanger:;

research, development, testing and evaluation buildings; and support buildings. Many of these are

bombproof structures of massive reinforced-concrete construction with heavy overhanging roof projections.
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Newport Memorial Park — Howland Avenue
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The pressure on the land to accommodate growth threatens the town's rich cultural heritage. favorable tax situations that have

) encouraged investment in real estate and
There are other threats to the cultural resources of Middletown, however. Perhaps the most the construction of office buildings and
dangerous of all is when the citizens forget the significance of that which surrounds them in such other commercial development.

abundance. Without constant reminders or restraints on our actions, there s a temptation to
squander these irreplaceable resources for short-term gain.

During the 1990's, the Middletown Historical Society, the Norman Bird Sanctuary and the
Aquidneck Island Land Trust began to grapple with the issues surrounding the preservation of
the town's natural and cultural resources. Even where there is a desire to protect a given cultural
resource, the lack of _policies, codes, statutes, and laws on both the local and the state level to /{ Deleted: enforcement of existing )
require preservation frustrates even the best efforts to plan for the future. For example, the

development around “Whitehall”, the home of Bishop George Berkeley, which was so closely

linked to the town's agricultural setting, did not fully consider the question of the preservation of

one of Middletown's most important cultural resources.

These inclinations to disregard the town's cultural resources must be resolved. This element
identifies and inventories the very things that give people living in Middletown their specia
"sense of place." Our cultural resources help us define who we are in aworld of ever increasing
homogeneity and they should be given an extremely high priority in current planning efforts.

Following are specific threats to Middletown's heritage that will be addressed through the
implementation of this plan:

Middletown'’s agricultural heritage is threatened by conversion of farm land to other U%’—I Formatted: Bulleted+ Level: 1 +

and the encroachment of incompatible uses into agricultural areas. fr:fé‘:t? 00-52,,5"* Tabafter: 0"+

_GOALS, POLICIES, & IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM ~><{ Deleted: GENERAL GOALS )
Formatted: Heading2, Indent: Leftj

To address the threats identified above, this plan presents a program of goals, policies and 0.75",Hanging: 3.6¢ch, Hyphenate

implementation measures. In genera, the plan aims to meet the following goals:

Preserve the cultural resources of Middletown in a manner consistent with its evolution
and growth and place those preservation efforts high on the town's list of priorities.

Deleted: Thiselementof the

Preserve the contexts in which these resources are set through buffer areas or zones. Itis oo ehornsve P oo eveletesthe
often the setting where a cultural resource is located that gives alded meaning to the /mmﬁanoeof cultural resourcesfor the

resource itself. future of the town and establishes

. . . . . Deleted: those }
Strengthen the administrative and educational infrastructure that is necessary for the

continuing preservation of these resources.

Deleted: that arein accord with the
following long+range "genera" goals.
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The planestablishes specific strategies to preserve_resources identified in each of the categories
listed below. ,
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Cultural and Historical Resour ces

THE CULTURAL RESOURCES OF MIDDLETOWN

Long Range planning for the cultura resources of Middletown must include inventories,

[ comment [d4]: Parallel bullets

)

objectives, and the means to implement those plans, which are consistent with the general goals,

presented in this element for each of the following types of resources:

| — Historic Buildings
Il — Historic Districts

Il — Contemporary Buildings

IV — Arms— Traditional Use of Land

VIl — Rights-of-Way To Cultural Resources
VIl — Archaeological Sites

IX — Unique Features

X —Military Fortifications (Revolutionary War)

V - Institutions
VI - Cemeteries

X — Underwater Historic Resources
Xl — Stone Walls

JHE CULTURAL RESOURCES OF MIDDLETOWN

Long Range planning for the cultura resources of Middletown must include inventories,

objectives, and the means to implement those plans, which are consistent with the general goals,

presented in this element for each of the following types of resources:
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| — Historic Buildings
Il — Historic Digtricts
[l — Contemporary Buildings

IV —Arms — Traditional Use of Land

V - Institutions

VI - Cemeteries

VIl — Rights-of-Way To Cultural Resources

VIl —Archaeologica Sites

IX — Unique Features

X —Military Fortifications (Revolutionary War)
XI — Underwater Historic Resources

XII — Stone Walls

Deleted: <#>Prepare acomprehensive
prioritized inventory of cultural resources
in Middletown. This should be
accomplished in partnership with the
Middletown Hist orical Society and the
Adquidneck Island Land Trust

<#3T hetown must strongly support those
town agencies and boards that prioritize
the cultural and historical integrity of the
town. |

<#>Preserve the cultural resources of
Middletown in a manner consistent with
itsevolution and growth and place those
preservation efforts high on thetown'slist
of priorities.y

<#3Worktop reserve the contexts in
which these resources are set through
buffer areas or zones. It isoftenthe
setting where a cultural resource is
locatedthat gives added meaning to the
resourceitself.

<#>8trengthen the administrative and
educationa infrastructure that is
necessary for the continuing preservation
of these resources. {

<#>The Middletown Historical Society
shall maintain acomprehensivelistingo f
all historic and architecturally important
buildings.

<#>Encourage the School Committee and
the Administration, to develop curricula
and programsin the schools from thefirst
grade through high school which would
educate the children of Middletown on
the importance of the cultural resources
inventoried herein. Programs could
include class projects which would carry
out some of the work necessary for the
implementation of specific objectives,
such as updating surveys, cleaning up
historic cemeteries, helping on
archeologica excavations, and even
repairing stone walls.f

<#>Bupport the development of toursand
the printing of brochures of the cultural
resources for both local residents and
visitorstothearea. Publications
describing routes of such tours could be
made available at the Newport County
Visitors and Convention Bureaum“ﬁ

Deleted: <#>Maintain alocal register
of historic buildings as a supplemert to
the Middletown Historical Society book
on historic homes. Whilethis plan calls
for working with the National Register of
Historic Places, many cultural resources
which areimportant for arearesidentsare
not of national significance and,
therefore, will not meet the requirements
of the Register.

<#>Develop programs to assist 1423
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

GOALSPOLICIES/IMPLEMENTATION

Goal | —Historic Buildingg
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}
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column??22?

)

Policy finventory] Discussion | mplementation Lead Dept | Target
Date
Preserve Buildingsin In addition to these buildings which are on the 1 Develop aprioritized M_lddl«_atown Annual
X - . inventory of these structures to Historical
and Middletown National Register aready, there are many facilitate effective Society
encourage | whichareonthe | other buildingsin Middletown which meet the | . A
R . ) . . implementation of the goals and (MHS)
the National ciiteriafor inclusion, but, for avariety of objectivesin this plan
historically | Register of reasons, have not yet been nominated. For a
correct Historic Places list of these buildings, see Appendix 1. 2. Nominate eligible buildingsto | MHS
restoration | arelistedin . L the National Register.
of as man The buildings that are on or eligible for
y | TBD. ;- he bulidl ! ! o ) ) i
histori inclusion in the National Register of Historic Inclusion on the National Register
jstoric h o _
buildinas Places are only afraction of the historically provides more than adequate
aspossigble significant buildingsin Middletown. While protection for most historic

these other buildings may not have national
significance, they are, nevertheless, important
cultural resources and should be protected.
For afull list of Historic Buildings and other
cultural resources see Historic and
Architectural Resources of Middletown,
Rhode Island: A Preliminary Report, Rhode
Island Historical Preservation Commission,
1979, and Middletown, Rhode Island: Houses
— History —Heritage, The Middletown
Historical Society, 1990.

For the purposes of future surveys of these
important cultural resources and for
documenting and illustrating those buildings
known to be of historic significance, seethe
collections of the Middletown Historical
Society, the Newport Historical Society and
the Rhode Island Historical Society.

The National Register of Historic Placesisa
record maintained by the National Park
Service within the United Stated Department
of the Interior. It includes structures, sites,

structures. All eligible buildings
in Middletown should, with the
approval of the owner, be
nominated to the Register. The
nomination process could begin
either with the Middletown
Historical Society or the owner,
but assistance must be sought
from the Rhode Island Historical
Preservation Commission to help
assure the success of the
application.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

Comment [d6]: Remove inventory

Policy finventory] Discussion | mplementation Lead Dept | Target column??2?
Date
GOAL Il Historic Districts
Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target
Date
1. Produce maps using the Town’s GISto locate all identified | Town
historic buldings. Planner
2. Designate alimited historic district(s). MHS
3. Encourage voluntary inclusion of other individual MHS
properties.
4. Piggyback local incentives onto the Historic Preservation Town Ongoing
Residential Tax Credit, Chapter 33.1 of Title44 of theRI Council

General Lawsfor giving tax creditsto architectural
preservation projects. It creates anonpartisan panel of experts,
and with approval at the state level, the local tax credit could
be made automatic.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target
Date
5. Develop aprogram for assisting property ownersto place MHS
easements in perpetuity on their historic structures. These
easements are attached to the deed for the property on which
the structure stands and generally apply to the exterior of the
building only, although sev eral buildings in Newport County
have interior easements as well.
Comment [d7]: Preserve historic
Allat record that preservesasense of place —
GOAL 11 k:ontemporary Bqumgﬂ ngichigay p
‘olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target
Date
he Town Any inventory of buildingsin  History does not end with the 1'. Igennfy thosestructuresbuilt | MHS
. N within the last 30 to 50 years
hould this category will be open to advent of the 21st century. Many ; ; ;
acognize discussion. However, the buildings built during the 20th which, while seemingly
scog i ! gs bu 9 commonplace today because of
revalueof | typesof buildingsthat may be  century, which we take for granted, ) } )
) - X \ - either their newness or their
ontemporar | designated include: Tommy's  can be saved if steps are taken constant use, are likely to become
Diner on East Main Road; the  today. Many of the older historic ! y
; . ; e : as valuable to the town as those
rchitecture | Navy Housing projects on buildings have been saved simply A X
: buildings currently viewed as e
nd West Main Road, through neglect or because of alack historicall é‘ ez Comment [d8]: Preserve historic
rioritize (Anchorage); and the early of pressure for new and different YBI9 documents, photos, and records
uildingsfor | motels, such asthe Floradale kindsof buildingsonagivenpiece | 2. Any recognized cultural MHS Ongoing
rotection. Motor Court (now known as of property. With thedramatically and/or historical resource in
the Sandpiper). Other increased pressure on the land in Middletown that is in eminent
buildings should include some  recent years, the preservation of jeopardy of being altered or
of the modern churcheswhich  these new cultural resourceshasto | demolished shall be photographed
express the tradition of take amore active approach. and documented by the
religious toleration on Middletown Historical Society for
Aquidneck Island or which the historical record.
function as centers of the
many ethnic traditionsin
Middletown. Appendix I lists
these culturally significant Deleted: Comp

buildings.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

/: Farms Traditional Use of Land

Comment [d9]: Mention State's }

olicy Inventory Discussion mplementation] Lead Dept | Target acquisition program
Date Comment [d10]: Develop Open
—_— - - Space Tax incentive to encourage the
3 - ) 1. Promote participation in the Planning Ongoing preservation of open space, with possible
%ﬂ asmuch | Farmsare aso eligible for Agriculture has alwaysbeen one | ciio o Cormm Eoract and. Onon. Saace. R oardl e Tt e e
and in inclusion on the National of Middletown's most important program (RIéL 4 3;32 2) Fwiﬂ?tl he  Town 2
R 0 H i iviti ‘ " &) Comment [d11]: Rewordto
/I|leetown Register of Historic Elac&s acnvmesand_ most of the town's emphasis on potential tax incentives  Council e T
vailable for andthesame regulationsthat | land, at onetime or another has | ¢ property owners who keep their recommendation
roductiveuse | protect historic buildings been under cultivation. Inthe - i .
- . land in agricultural production.

sfarmland as | apply to these traditional uses | past 10 years a substantial number
ossible. of theland. Theonly farmin | of farms have been sold to 2. Encouragdpartnershipsbetween __ Planning__| Ongoing /,/{ Comment [d12]: Insert mention of }

Middletown currently on the developers. Any further governmental and private funding Board/ Land Trust cooperation

National Register of Historic reduction in the number of farms | sources to purchase development Town

Placesisthe Bailey Farm at in Middletown would not only rightsto farms and other areas of Council

373 Wyatt Road. Farms that alter the essential character of the | traditional use of theland. This

areeligible for nomination to town, but would also put the town | strategy is becoming increasingly

the National Register of at risk should the importation of popular across the nation aswell as

Historic Places are: foodstuffs become impossible in Newport County. By combining

1 TheDaaAboram, | B9STeOme e | foes g it

1219 East Main Road b b P

2. ThePrescott Farm, West | S World War 11, many acres ) . !

Main Road of farmland that previously 3. Encouragealternativesto Planning Ongoing

produced foodstuffs have been traditional farming, such as: Board/

3. RI Nursery Barn and converted to planting nursery vineyards, nurseries, potato growing ~ Town

Stable, East Main Road stock and turf. Whilethese and turf farming as a means to Counci

There are anumber of other activities are carried on using preserve farmland as working farms

farms that have agreat deal of industrial technlquggl they still and open space.

o conform to the traditional use of - - —— -
local significance such asthe 4. Provide zoning and subdivision ZBR/Plann | Ongoing
g theland, and should be protected. | . - - ;
Simmons - Coggeshall Farm, incentives for the preservation of ing Board

which also includes an
important cemetery.

Farmsthemselves are part of the
scenic beauty of the area.
Although farming is no longer the

open space, greenways and
agricultural land as part of the
development process.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

Comment [d9]: Mention State's
olicy Inventory Discussion fimplementation] Lead Dept | Target acquisition program
Date Comment [d10]: Develop Open
5. Where preservation of farmsand ~ Planning mﬁhﬁgtM?pg“e
agricultural land is not feasible, Board deed restriction or other recoup measures
provide for development standards
that preserve scenic views and
greenways.
GOAL V: Institutions
‘olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Target
Dept Date
support and Public schools, while often dealt with as Jéu“EuSrtalab ll:zhmar\nlxl/l;:: letown ‘(I;g\zjvr::”
trengthen those public facilitiesin long-range plans are also
1stitutions which important cultural resources. St. George's 2 ldentify the cultural MCC Ongoing
re either cultural School, while aprivate institution, still resources of Middletown's
asources on their enriches the cultural life of the community private and publicinstitutions.
:rvg,otf)gt&;vrhlch the and should beincluded |r.1 thisinventory. 3 Promote preservation of MCC Ongoing
1. Churches are another important cultural cultural resources.
mportant cultural e
esources has been resourcein M |dd|etovyn»a_nd are centers of
ntrusted. ethnic and cultural activities and may own

historically significant buildings.

2. Finally, there are many non-profit
organizations, both private and public, which
meet the criteriafor being cultural resources.
Theseinclude The Middletown Public
Library, The Norman Bird Sanctuary, The
Middletown Historical Society, The Newport
County YMCA, the Potter League, and the
Sachuest Point Wildlife Refuge.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

GOAL |V: Cemeteries

Page Break:

/( Deleted:

)

‘olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target Date
1 L i if MH i
"he Town should The State of Rhode Island's | The gravestonesin the inven?gfte;rllger:t;vian:grkers in S Ongoing
akethelead in historic cemetery program, | cemeteries of Middletown yneg ;
X - L 7 all the cemeteriesand all burial
reserving historic which is administered are often the only groundsin Middletown
emeteries and through the Department of informative artifact left i
lative American Veterans Affairs, has about anindividual or 2. Themajor threat to these DPW

urial grounds.

identified and labeled
approximately 60
cemeteriesin Middletown.
There may be others not
included in the State's
Historic Cemetery program.

The Middletown Historical
Society has identified 74
historic cemeteries that are
described in Philip Michael
O'Shea’s book. This
publication has been cross-
checked against the State's
inventory for completeness,
and acomprehensivellist is
attached as Appendix 4.

family, that gives both the
date of birth, the date of
death and often indicates to
whom an individual was
married. Furthermore, the
decorations, which often
adorn these stones, are a
form of American folk art.
Cemeteries and the stones
they contain, therefore, are
powerful documents about
Middletown’s past. While
statutes and laws exist on
both the local and state
levelsto protect the
cemeteries on the state's
inventory, enforcement,
maintenance and access to
these sitesremain a
problem.

cemeteriesislack of
maintenance. This should be
made aresponsibility of the

Department of Public Works. A
well-organized and coordinated

volunteer effort employing, for

example, Boy Scouts might also

be effective. Exemplary
programs on alocal level exist
where a perpetual care program
isrequired to protect all historic
cemeteriesin the town.

3. Establish an adopt-a-spot

program for historic cemeteries

and burial grounds.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

GOAL VII: Rights of Way to Cultural Resources

‘olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target
Date
rotect all existing The preservation of cultural resourcesis Because so many of the cultural
ghts-of-way for justified only to the degree to which they | resourcesin Middletown exist
ublic accessto are available to the public for education on private property, providing
ultural resources, and for the pure enjoyment they afford. rights of way to themwill have
nd develop as The issue of rights of way to either to be largely avoluntary effort.
1any additional cultural or natural resourcesis often seen | Easementsin perpetuity,
ew access routes as as being in conflict with theissue of the discussed elsewhere, are useful
ossible. rights of private property. Whilethelegal | tools. In new developments,
pointsof thisconflict are beyond the owners should be required to
scope of thisplan, if the resources to provide permanently designated
which therights of way give access are rights-of-way to defined natural
viewed as part of our common heritagein | and cultural resources. To
Middletown, the two sets of issues should | implement this goal, the Zoning
be more easily reconciled. A method to Ordinance should be modified.
resolve this dichotomy is that tax credit .
for preserving these cultural resources has 1 Establish easements v_vhere Town Council/  Ongoing
animplied requirement to provide for necessary to protect public Town Solicitor
their availability to the public. Rightsof | 2%
way therefore must be established and 2 Enforce the public rightsof- ) !
maintained. Town Council/  Ongoing

way and easements when
public access is challenged.

Town Solicitor

Jdan Rev4 CULTURAL and HISTORICAL RESOURCESéiOC
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

GOAL VIII: Archeological Sites

‘olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target
Date
rotect known The best known archeological sitein To implement this goal, the town
rcheological sites Middletown is the Gardiner Pond should adopt an ordinance to protect
rom disruption. Shell Midden, 583 Third Beach Road. and preserve areas of high
The Rhode Island Historical archeological potential. The Rhode
Preservation Commission, in Island Historical Preservation
cooperation with the Newport Commission has prepared amodel
Historical Society, ispublishing a ordinanceto protect archeol ogical
forthcoming statewide survey of resources.
archeological sites. —
1. ldentify sites, and encourage MHS -G8
controlled excavation and study of
these sites on a prioritized basis.
2. Deyel op an ordinance to provide MHS -G
protection.
GOAL IX: Unique Features
olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date
‘he Town should  The Old Colony Railroad which runs along These unique resources can
kealeadrolein  thewest side of the town provided both freight best be preserved through a
reserving unique  and passenger service up until the collapse of combination of zoning,
eaturesthat give  the Fall River Line Steamship Company and watershed protection, and
Aiddletown its the competition offered by trucks. Itisa tax advantages to ensure
nique character.  valuable, one of akind feature, and besidesits their continued operation.
importance as a cultural feature offersreal dentif .
alternatives for the problem of congested 1;2&'1 e? Ty resources in MHS/MCC
traffic on the Island during the summer. need of protection.
RIDOT iscurrently conducting arail study for 2. Provide
thisvital transportation corridor. Middletown, recommendations for MHSMCC
in partnership with Newport and Portsmouth, preserving unique features
must lobby hard to preserve and upgrade this to the Town Council.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

olicy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date
3. Incorporate protections Planni
for unique features into the B::rr&lng
Town’s zoning and
subdivision regulations.
GOAL X: Military Fortifications from the Revolutionary War Period

Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date

TheTown shouldtakea The two primary fortifications left Strict zoning regultions

lead rolein providing in Middletown are Green End Fort should be enacted to

protection. Therearea and Redoubt St. Onge. The Green prevent any destruction of

significant number of sites  End fort islocated off the these nationally significant

in Middletown still Boulevard near Green End places. The potential for

remaining from theline of Avenue, and Redoubt St. Onge, education is so high at both

defense thrown up around mislabeled as Green End Fort by a sites that the town should

Newport by the British monument at the site, is located at consider administering

during their occupation of ~ the end of Vernon Avenue. them as parks.

thelsland inthe American ~ Appendix 5 lists proposed historic ;

Revolution. These were sites. L Elnact zoning Town

later reworked and added regllu atl(;ns th prqtect Council/

to by both the French and military fortifications. Planning

the Americans and, as Board

such, are of great historic - —

significance. These 2. Consider administering Town

remaining fortifications forts as parks. Council/
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date
Planning
Board
GOAL XI: Underwater Historic Resources
Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date
Preserve historic Noinventory of underwater Because underwater
shipwrecks or other resources has been established. historic shipwrecks are
underwater historic Documentary sources suggest that protected by the
artifactsthat may befound  there are artifacts and wrecks Underwater Shipwrecks
inour coastal watersin dating as far back asthe 1770s Act, they are the property
cooperation with the City which should be explored. of the state and, as such, a
of Newport. permit from the Rhode
Island Historical
Preservation Commission
isrequired prior to
conducting any
archeological study of
shipwrecks. Proposalsfor
implementation should be
developed in consort with
the completion of
Newport's plan.
1. Coordinate with the MHS Ongoing

Jdan Rev4 CULTURAL and HISTORICAL RESOURCE?_.FOC

city of Newport to preserve
underwater historic sites.
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|tural and Historical Resour ces

GOAL XIl: Scenic Roads

Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation L ead Dept Target Date
Identify and protect scenic 1 Inventory and map scenic roads.
roads along with bordering 2 Consider establishing an “ Adopt-a-road”
trees and stone walls, so as program to provide beautification projects.
to maintain their rural and 3
aesthetic character within
Middletown. 4 Enforcethe ordinance that provides for the
protection of stonewalls.
5 Trees should remain and planted as
necessary to provide a canopy of shade and fall
color on scenic roads.
6 Implement the Paradise Avenue Loop Scenic
Highway Stewardship Plan.
7. Protect and enhance scenic roads and vistas
along the northern portion of West Main Road
and Burma Road/Defense Highway in
accordance with the West Side Master Plan.
GOAL XIll: Stone Walls
Policy Inventory Discussion Implementation Lead Dept Target Date

Prevent the destruction of
the remaining hand-built
stone wdls which delineate
fields throughout
Middletown.

1 Enforce Ordinance

2 Protect stone walls through
Conservation Development design
process.
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Prepare a comprehensive prioritized inventory of cultural resources in
Middletown. This should be accomplished in partnership with the Middletown
Historical Society and the Aquidneck Island Land Trust.

Therd1) town must strongly support those town agencies and boards that prioritize
the cultural and historical integrity of the town.

Preserve the cultural resources of Middletown in a manner consistent with its
evolution and growth and place those preservation efforts high on the town's list
of priorities.

Work to peserve the contexts in which these resources are set through buffer
areas or zones. It is often the setting where a cultural resource is located that
gives added meaning to the resource itself.

Strengthen the administrative and educational infrastructure that is necessary for
the continuing preservation of these resources.

The Middletown Historical Society shall maintain a comprehensive listing of all
historic and architecturally important buildings.

Encourage the School Committee and the Administration, to develop curricula
and programs in the schools from the first grade through high school which would
educate the children of Middletown on the mportance of the cultural resources
inventoried herein. Programs could include class projects which would carry out
some of the work necessary for the implementation of specific objectives, such as
updating surveys, cleaning up historic cemeteries, helping on archeological
excavations, and even repairing stone walls.

Support the development of tours and the printing of brochures of the cultural
resources for both local residents and visitors to the area. Publications describing
routes of such tours could be made available at the Newport County Visitors and
Convention Bureau, as well as at the Norman Bird Sanctuary, the Middletown
Historical Society and the Middletown Public Library.

Raise funds in both the public and private sectors to create a grant program to help pay
for the maintenance of cultura resources, the collection and conservation of
primary and secondary research materials, and educational programs to increase
public awareness
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Maintain a local register of historic buildings as a supplemert to the Middletown
Historical Society book on historic homes. While this plan calls for working with
the National Register of Historic Places, many cultural resources which are
important for area residents are not of nationa significance and, therefore, will
not meet the requirements of the Register.

Develop programs to assist property owners, architects and contractors with the
development of plans for the renovation of old buildings as well as new
construction that is sympathetic with the objectives of this plan. These programs



should encourage a sensitive adaptive, commercial or private reuse of historic
structures.

Develop cooperative agreements with public and private organizations for the
preparation, updating and maintenance of comprehensive surveys of al the
cultural resources mentioned in this plan. These surveys should compile a
compendium of existing laws and regulations on the national, state and local level
concerning each type of cultural resource.

Develop an historic district program that will identify historic buildings and
encourage the owners to include their properties in a designated historic district.



